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Guyra was represented at the 
2026 National Graduate Wool 
Classer Competition, with local 
entrant Tom Lockyer earning na-
tional recognition at the Sydney 
Royal Easter Show. 

Trained through TAFE NSW by 
Pauline Smith, Tom was selected 
as a finalist in the prestigious 
competition held on April 7th. 

Following in the footsteps of 
his father and grandfather, Tom 
has a strong family connection to 
the wool industry and is passion-
ate about continuing that legacy. 
He plans to use his skills both on 
the family property and within the 
industry as a professional wool 
classer. 

While the coveted Golden 
Stencil was awarded to Dubbo’s 
Matthew Cox, Tom’s efforts were 
recognised when he was pre-
sented with the inaugural Stuart 
Murphy Legacy Award, intro-
duced by TAFE NSW to ac-
knowledge a student 
demonstrating outstanding com-
mitment to their training. 

The national competition is re-
garded as the premier event for 
graduate wool classers and the 
only competition of its kind in the 
world. Finalists from across New 
South Wales, Victoria, South Aus-

tralia and Tasmania competed in 
a series of demanding tasks de-
signed to test their skills across all 
aspects of wool classing. 

These included multiple class-
ing exercises using different wool 
types, wool valuation, a WoolClip 
task and an oral presentation to 
industry judges. 

Australian Wool Exchange 

(AWEX) CEO Charlie McElhone 
praised the high calibre of com-
petitors and highlighted the im-
portance of wool classers in 
maintaining Australia’s reputation 
for producing some of the world’s 
highest quality wool. 

For Tom, the experience was 
not just about competition, but 
also building on his skills, gaining 

industry exposure and connecting 
with others in the field. 

His success also reflects the 
strength of training provided 
through TAFE NSW and the ded-
ication of educators like Pauline 
Smith, who continue to support 
the next generation of wool pro-
fessionals. 

Local wool classer recognised in National competition

Above l to r: Craig Lockyer, Stuart Murphy and Tom Lockyer  
Tom was presented with the inaugural Stuart Murphy Legacy Award

 

 

192 Bradley Street,  

Guyra 

Phone:  6779 1499 
admin@guyrabowlingclub.com

Applications are open for Club Grants NSW 
The Guyra Bowling and Recreation Club, as part of Club Grants NSW, is seeking 

applications for Category 1 and Category 2 Grants. 
Eligible Category 1 expenditure is for projects and/or services that contribute 

to the welfare and broader social fabric of the local community and are aimed at 
improving the living standards of low income and disadvantaged people.  

Applications for this category close at 11.59pm on 31st May 2026. 
Category 2 covers other worthwhile expenditure.  
Applications for this category close at 5.30pm on 31st July 2026. 

Further details and application process can be found at 

www.clubgrants.com.au 

Please search for Guyra and complete the application  

for the Guyra Bowling and Recreation Club. 

Club Grants NSW



Guyra exhibitors shine  
in fleece competition  

at Sydney Royal
Guyra and district woolgrow-

ers have delivering outstanding 
results across multiple classes 
in the 2026 Sheep Fleece com-
petition, held at the Sydney 
Royal Easter Show 

Moray Pastoral Co secured 
first first place in multiple ultra-
fine, superfine and fine cate-
gories.  

Their consistency across the 
board saw them awarded Most 
Successful Exhibitor in the Un-
housed and Unrugged Merino 
Fleece Classes, along with the 
Cliff Friend Perpetual Award.  

Further recognition came 
with the major honour of Most 
Successful Merino Fleece Ex-
hibitor, receiving the Thomas 
Farquhar Hodgson Memorial 

Perpetual Trophy. 
Tangley Grazing Co, Guyra, 

also recorded strong results, 
winning both Fine Merino ewe 
or wether classes and secured 
first place representing Guyra 
Show Society in the Country 
Show Champions Class.  

In the District Exhibits sec-
tion, John and Diana Presnell of 
Ben Lomond claimed the Ultra-
fine class and went on to be 
awarded Champion District 
Fleece.  

Fellow Ben Lomond ex-
hibitor Sam McLeod won the 
Fine Crossbred class. Guyra 
was again represented on the 
winners list with Thor Burey 
taking out first place in the Fine 
fleece class.

Right:  
AgShows NSW President Jill Chapman with Frank & Pip White,  

Tangley Grazing Company, Guyra. Winners of the RAS / AgShows 
NSW Country Fleece.

Easter 
cheer for 
Kolora  

residents
Spreading Easter cheer, Guyra 

Fire Brigade members delivered 
goodies to residents at Kolora 
Aged Care.  

Their efforts are supported by 
weekly meat raffles held every 
Friday at the Guyra Hotel, help-
ing fund local community contri-
butions.  

In the past, the brigade has 
proudly supported Can Assist 
and delivered Christmas gifts to 
patients at Guyra MPS. 

Guyra Fire Brigade members Tim Ellis, Jason Campbell and Randy Mulligan made the delivery

Guyra Gazette          Wednesday April 15, 2026       Page 2



Guyra Gazette          Wednesday April 15, 2026          Page 3

Hockey Club throws support behind Little Frankie
The Guyra Hockey Club are 

organising a special fundraiser 
to support Cody and Alyssa 
Patterson and their baby daugh-
ter, Frankie. 

A two-person Ambrose golf 
day will be held on Sunday, 
April 26th at the Guyra Golf 
Course, with a shotgun start. 
Teams can enter in men’s, 
women’s or mixed divisions, 
and participants are encouraged 
to wear red to raise awareness 
for congenital heart defects. 

All proceeds from the day 
will go directly to the Patterson 
family, who are currently facing 
an incredibly challenging time 
as they remain in Sydney by 
Frankie’s side. 

A GoFundMe page has also 
been launched, giving those un-
able to attend the golf day an-
other way to show their support 
and help ease the financial pres-
sure of medical, travel and liv-
ing expenses. 

Born on Christmas Eve, 
Frankie has already shown re-

markable strength in her young 
life. She was diagnosed with 
DiGeorge syndrome, a rare ge-
netic condition caused by a 
small deletion on chromosome 

22, which has resulted in com-
plex congenital heart disease. 

At just five weeks old, 
Frankie underwent open heart 
surgery to help stabilise her 

condition, including the place-
ment of a temporary conduit to 
replace her pulmonary artery. 
Following the operation, she re-
quired a pacemaker to regulate 
her heartbeat and continues to 
receive breathing support and 
ongoing treatment. 

Frankie has been in the PICU 
at Westmead Children’s Hospi-
tal since she was just two weeks 
old and is expected to remain 
there for several more months. 
She will also require further 
major surgery at around six 
months of age. 

During this time, Alyssa and 
Cody have been staying in Syd-
ney, unable to work as they 
focus on being with their 
daughter through her treatment 
and recovery. 

The upcoming fundraiser is 
not only a chance to enjoy a 
round of golf, but also an op-
portunity for the community to 
come together and show its 
support. 

 
What do we do at the...  

The GALA Centre 
136 Bradley Street Guyra 

6779 2132 

admin@gala.org.au 

DigDigitital Dl Design sign   
& Pr& Prinintining  

 Business Cards 
 Posters  
 Flyers / Brochures 
 Gift Certificates 
 Books 
 Invitations  
 Badges 
 Photocopying 

 
OOther Sr Servirvices 

 Book Binding 
 Laminating  
 IT troubleshooting 
 Secretarial Ser-

vices 
 Data Projector Hire 
 Folding 

HeHead d OfOffice oice of  t the   

NeNew w EngEngland Cland Communinity Co Collllege  

Short Courses accredited & non-accredited  

Certificate Courses 

Leisure Courses 

Like ‘New England Community College’ on Fa-
cebook 

Secretary of the Guyra Show Society 

Like ‘Guyra Show Society’ on Facebook 

Home of  the Guyra Gazette  

Drop your advertising or news into 
the office at 136 Bradley Street 

CalCall  6779 2132 or  

Emailil: :  Janelle—news@gala.org.au  

Martha—advertising@gala.org.au 

NSW Train Link booking 



Weather  

WATCH

Winter sports season has 
officially started - not too 
late to sign up  

Getting an extra long 
weekend for Anzac Day 

Lots of activity around the 
dam on the golf course 
over the school holidays 

Doubling up the footy  
tipping  in last week’s 
Gazette - apologies for 
omitting the classified 
page

Guyra MPS

Rain this week           0mm 
April. rainfall             0mm       
Rainfall YTD              147.2mm     
Rainfall last YTD   416.0mm  
Ave. rain YTD        349.0mm 

Min 
9.4 
8.7 
9.3 

12.3 
14.2 
2.8 
0.3 

Max 
25.3 
26.6* 
27.3* 
26.8* 
25.9* 

 
18.8 

Rain 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0

Day 
Tues 
Wed 

Thurs 
Fri 
Sat 
Sun 
Mon

Date
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13

Bureau of Meteorology

Information supplied by Jeff  Martin, 
Observer for Bureau of  Meteorology 

JOKE of  
the week

What's the differ-
ence between Dubai 

and Abu Dhabi?  
The people in Dubai 

don't really like  
The Flintstones,  

but the people in 
Abu-Dhabi-do

What’s HOT

What’s NOT
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Guyra 
On Saturday, 25th April, the 

Guyra RSL sub-Branch will 
hold the following services to 
commemorate ANZAC Day: 

  5.45am – Dawn Service, fol-
lowed by a light breakfast at the 
Soldiers’ Memorial Hall. 

  9.00am – Service at the MPS 
10.00am – Form up at Four 

Ways for the March 
10.30am – March down 

Bradley Street 
10.45am – Main Service at 

the Soldiers Memorial Hall 
11.00am – F/A 18F Super 

Hornet fly-past  
12.30pm – Lunch at the 

Bowling Club 
Members of No.1 Squadron 

RAAF Amberley will attend our 
ANZAC Day services and a fly-
past by No. 1 Squadron RAAF 
is scheduled for 11.00am. 

Members of the community are 
asked to be aware that this fly-
past will be quite noisy. 

The ANZAC Day Commemo-
rative Address will be given by 
Major Erin Archibald. Erin was 
born and educated in Guyra and 
has a long connection with 
Guyra’s military history 
through her many family mem-
bers who have served. 

After the official wreath-lay-
ing, anyone wishing to lay a 
memorial tribute is invited to do 
so.  

There will be a ‘bucket 
brigade’ with VRA members 
circulating amongst the crowd 
during both the Dawn Service 
and the Main Service to raise 
much needed funds for the 
Guyra sub-Branch of the RSL 
so that the RSL can continue to 
support veterans and their fam-
ilies. 

Lunch will be held at the 
Bowling Club at 12.30pm 
where everyone is welcome. 
Discount lunch vouchers for 
RSL members and veterans will 
be available after the main serv-
ice at the Soldiers Memorial 
Hall. 

The Guyra RSL sub-Branch 
encourages main street busi-
nesses to join in commemorat-
ing ANZAC Day by doing a 
window display of memora-
bilia. 

Hans Hietbrink OAM 
Guyra RSL sub-Branch 

 
Ben Lomond 
On Anzac Day there will be a 

service and wreath laying at 
Ben Lomond War Memorial 
Hall at 9am. Visitors will be 
most welcome. 

Dorothy Every 

2026 Anzac Day Services

Armidale Regional Council is 
undertaking proactive planning 
to prepare for the possibility of 
future fuel supply constraints, 
with some non-essential serv-
ices potentially impacted if the 
situation continues.  

General Manager James Ron-
con said there is no immediate 
fuel issue affecting Council op-
erations, but early preparation 
is essential to protect service 
delivery.  

“There is no cause for con-
cern at this stage, but sensible 
planning ensures we’re ready if 
circumstances change,” said 
James Roncon  

“Our focus is on maintaining 
essential services while being 
honest with the community 
about what adjustments may be 
required if fuel shortages per-
sist.”  

Council is developing a busi-
ness continuity plan to guide 
operational decisions, including 
prioritising critical services and 
identifying areas where tempo-
rary reductions may be neces-
sary.  

“If fuel supply issues con-
tinue, residents may notice 
some service levels reduce or 
projects slow,” James Roncon 
said.  

“These changes would be 
temporary and carefully man-
aged to minimise community 
impact.”  

Council is also exploring 
fuel-saving measures such as 
optional work-from-home 
arrangements, reduced travel 
between sites, and greater use 
of its electric vehicle fleet.  

“These steps help us remain 
efficient and prepared while 
continuing to support our staff 
and community,” James Roncon 
said.  

Council will continue to mon-
itor the situation closely and 
keep the community informed.  

Council prepares for potential fuel supply constraints 

Unseasonably warm condi-
tions swept across the region 
from April 7th to 11th, marking 
the warmest April spell Guyra 
has experienced in 40 years. 

The five-day stretch was 
driven by very warm north-
westerly winds from the centre 
of the continent, funnelling heat 
into New South Wales ahead of 
a dry cold front that moved 

through late on April 11th. 
Unofficial maximum temper-

atures remained well above av-
erage throughout the period, 
reaching 25.3°C on the 7th, 
26.6°C on the 8th, peaking at 
27.3°C on the 9th, followed by 
26.8°C on the 10th and 25.9°C 
on the 11th. 

The temperature of 27.3°C 
recorded on April 9th exceeds 

the previous April record of 
27.0°C set on April 4, 1986. 
However, the new figure re-
mains unofficial, as measure-
ments were taken using a 
non-standard instrument due to 
the regular maximum ther-
mometer being out of order. 

Sourced:  www.weatherarmi-
dale.com/guyra.html 

Warmest April spell for Guyra in 40 years 
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Local and long-time volunteer 
with Share the Dignity, Anne 
Lane, has once again helped 
make a meaningful impact in the 
Guyra community, recently de-
livering donations from the 
March Dignity Drive to the Local 
Guyra Aboriginal Land Council 
(GALC). 

GALC CEO Pauline Ale grate-
fully received the contributions, 
highlighting that the donations 
are not just supporting the local 
community of the Land Council 
but are also being shared with the 
Guyra Food Pantry, helping local 
residents in need. 

Pauline said the support from 
Share the Dignity has been a con-
sistent and valued resource over 
many years - not only during the 
twice-annual Dignity Drives, but 
also through the “It’s in the Bag” 
campaign held each November, 
just in time for Christmas. 

Share the Dignity is a national 
women’s charity dedicated to en-
suring those experiencing hard-
ship have access to essential 
sanitary products. The organisa-
tion supports women, girls, and 
anyone who menstruates who 
may be facing homelessness, do-
mestic violence, or financial dif-
ficulty. 

At its core, the charity aims to 
restore dignity during challeng-
ing times, recognising that access 
to basic hygiene products should 
never be an added burden for 
those already struggling. 

“The continued generosity of 
the Guyra community plays a 
vital role in making this possi-
ble,” Anne said. 

“A heartfelt thank you goes to 
everyone who contributed - your 
generosity makes a real differ-
ence in our community!” 

Dignity Drive Donations making a difference

 Anne Lane deliverd a boot 
load pf products to Pauline Ale

The Guyra Gazette
Drop your advertising or news 

into the office at 136 Bradley Street

Call 6779 2132 

or talk to Janelle or Martha

Email: Janelle—news@gala.org.au

Martha—advertising@gala.org.au

Did 

You

Know?
The GALA Centre can look after

your small-run Printing needs

Design and/or Printing of:
•• Cafe & Restaurant Menus

•• Business Cards
•• Invitations
•• Brochures
•• Journals
•• Posters
•• Books
•• Flyers



Service Clubs
LIONS CLUB 1st & 3rd Wednesday 
of the month at Guyra Bowling Club, 
7pm. Ph: Geoff Reeves  6779 1257  
ROTARY CLUB 2nd & 4th Tuesday of 
the month 6pm at The Blind Chef 
Ph: Hans Hietbrink  0402 044 891

Church Notices
St. Mary of the Angels Catholic  
Church Vigil Mass 6pm Saturday 9am 
Sunday. Weekday Mass Monday – 
Friday 9am.  Contact:  6779 1036 

St. James’ Anglican Church  
9am Sunday, followed by morning 
tea. Doors open from 8:30am.  
All welcome!  
Contact: Rev. Tim Stevens 6779 1111 
Anglicare Chaplain: Rev. Daniel 
Hayes (0428 828 852) 
 
St. Columba’s Presbyterian Church 
9am Sunday followed by morning 
tea. Contact: Session Clerk Howard  
Schaefer 02 6779 1067 

The Chapel: 66 Llangothin Street: 
Sunday Service: 10am  
Food Pantry Fridays 9am -12pm 
Contact: Pastors Linden & Kerrie  
Pollard  0455 232 073. 
 
Seventh-day Adventist Church: 
Aboomala Street. Sabbath School 
10.00am Saturday Divine Service 
11.30am Saturday. Contact:  
Minister Luke Reeves 0410 761 320 
Church Clerk 6779 1587 

Uniting Church: 57 Ollera Street: 
Regular Sunday Service: 9.30am  
Contact:  Di Burey 0428 791 742 

Church of Freedom (Cnr. Boorolong & 
Nincoola Sts.)  Sunday worship: 10am 
Prayer meeting: Tuesday 6.30pm Bible 
discussion: Wednesday 6.30pm  
Pastors: Jeff & Sharon Ritchie 0421 
847 973 Chaplaincy services: Dan 
McGinty 0409 399 270 

Black Mountain Baptist Church 
Service 3pm, second Sunday of the 
month. Contact: Robert Dewhurst 
Armidale District Baptist Church  
0409 723 522 

Community 
Noticeboard

Street Stalls

Meals on Wheels
Apr 
Apr 
Apr 
Apr 
Apr

16 
17 
20 
21 
22

Bea Velthuis 
Steve Norris 
Toni Kirkman 

Bec Broughton  
Bea Velthuis

Email: 
news@gala.org.au
advertising@gala.org.au

Phone: 6779 2347  or
6779 2132

Post or call in:
136 Bradley Street, Guyra

Online:

facebook.com/guyragazette/

Full edition can be read online at:
www.guyragazette.com.au

DISCLAIMER
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are submitted on the condition that Guyra Adult Learning 

Association Inc. (GALA), as the publisher of the Guyra Gazette, may edit such letters and has
the right to reproduce all letters in electronic form and communicate these letters.

PRINTED BY: The Guyra Gazette is printed by GALA, 136 Bradley Street, Guyra NSW
2365, phone 6779 2132.

PUBLISHING: GALA, the Editor and Staff of the Guyra Gazette have published any article
herein in good faith and bear no responsibility in respect of the accuracy of the information
contained in such articles. 

Any person or persons publishing material in the Guyra Gazette do so in the knowledge that
they shall personally accept any responsibility for the accuracy and other correctness of such
articles and also accept full responsibility for the legal consequences if it be found that the article
contains any inaccuracies in the contents of any such article.
Editor: Janelle Stewart    Advertising: Martha Weiderman
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ACROSS 
1 Figure of speech (8)  
5 Pieces of cloth (4)  
9 Italian cathedral (5)  
10 Difficult choice (7)  
11 Lost in thought (6-6)  
14 Sheltered side (3)  
15 Be sparing with (5)  
16 Disallow (3)  
17 Enraging worm (anag.) 
(12)  
20 Clasp (7)  
22 Attach (5)  
23 Be in a huff (4)  
24 Excited or annoyed (8) 
 
DOWN 
1 Method; fashion (4)  
2 Distress (7)  
3 Opposite of amateur (12)  
4 Strange (3)  
6 Targeted (5)  
7 Burning (8)  
8 Crucial (3-9)  
12 Making a knot in (5)  

13 Impeccable (8)  
16 Advantage gained from 
something (7)  

18 Insurgent (5)  
19 Chopped (wood) (4)  
21 Unit of energy (3) 

QUICK CROSSWORD

ACROSS: 1 Metaphor 5 Rags 9 Duomo 10 
Dilemma 11 Absent minded 14 Lee  15 
Skimp 16 Ban 17 Warmongering 20 Em-
brace 22 Affix  23 Sulk 24 Agitated 
DOWN: 1 Mode 2 Trouble 3 Professional 
4 Odd 6 Aimed 7 Scalding 8 All important 
12 Tying 13 Flawless 16 Benefit 18 Rebel 
19 Axed 21 Erg

April 16,17, 18 Lions 
April 23  Can Assist 
April 30 St Marys 
May 7,8 Freemasons 



www.armidale.nsw.gov.au 1300 136 833

Council
News

01/04/2026

Council meetings

The next scheduled council 
meeting is 22 April 2026. 
All meetings will be held at 4pm in 
the Armidale Council Chambers 
unless stated otherwise. The public is 
welcome to watch live streaming over 
YouTube, or attend in person.
 
Current opportunities at 
ARC
Here is a list of all the current 
opportunities available at ARC.                      

Project Delivery Lead                  
Closing 11:30pm, 19 April 2026 
Workshop Foreman                           
Closing 11:30pm, 19 April 2026 
Team Leader – Waste Operations 
Closing 11:30pm, 26 April 2026  
To find current vacancies, search 
Armidale Regional Council jobs in your 
preferred search engine.

School holiday activity 
program 2026 

Looking for fun, free activities these 
school holidays? The Easter School 
Holiday Activity Program 2026 at 
Guyra LT Starr Memorial Library has 
something for everyone.
          Kids aged 10+ can step into 
exciting virtual reality experiences, 
while younger children and families 
can enjoy chocolate bingo and get 
creative with Play-Doh creatures to 
take home. 
All activities are FREE
• Bookings required
• Participants must be library 
 members

• Children under 10 must be 
accompanied by a parent or 
responsible adult. 
What’s on: 
15 April | 10.15am – 4.30pm – Virtual 

Reality (half-hour sessions,  
ages 10+, parental consent required) 
16 April | 10.30am – 11.30am & 
2.30pm – 3.30pm – Play-Doh 
Creatures (all ages) 
          Bookings are essential, so secure 
your spot early and enjoy a fun-filled 
Easter break at your local library. 
    
Council Biosecurity and 
Weeds Program – April 
update

Council’s Biosecurity Team will be 
undertaking inspections and spraying 
activities across the region throughout 
April as part of council’s ongoing 
biosecurity and weed management 
program. 
          Residents are welcome to 
speak directly with team members at 
Customer Service: 
Armidale Customer Service – Thursday 
16 April (Brent) 
Guyra Customer Service – Wednesday 
29 April (Anne) 
          Inspection and spray works 
will occur across several locations, 
including Guyra, Enmore, Castledoyle, 
Hillgrove, Jeogla, Macleay Properties, 

and along Guyra–Ebor Road, 
Baldersleigh Road, and areas around 
Armidale. 
          Spray operations will be 
undertaken along Guyra–Ebor Road, 
Baldersleigh Road, and in areas around 
Armidale.

In-kind support made 
simpler for community 
groups  
Community groups and organisations 
can now more easily access in-kind 

support from Armidale Regional 
Council, thanks to a new, simple and 
transparent application process. 
          In-kind support includes non-cash 
assistance such as access to council 
equipment, venue hire help, waste 
services, technical advice and staff 
expertise, helping reduce costs and 
support great local projects and 
events. 
          The first in-kind support round is 
open from Friday 13 March to Monday 
4 May.  Visit council’s website to learn 
more and apply.

Free microchipping day 
for pets 
Local pet owners are invited to a free 
microchipping day at the Armidale 
Companion Animal Shelter on 
Saturday 18 April, 11am–2pm. The 
event offers free microchipping, 
optional pet registration (standard 
fees apply), free animal supplies while 
stocks last, information from animal 
welfare groups and a BBQ lunch. A 
great chance to help keep pets safe 
and identifiable.
 
Get Grubby Program
Available online, delivered by council 
in partnership with Dirtgirlworld. The 
program supports classroom and 
at-home learning across the Armidale 
region year-round. 
          To receive your access link 
and code, email communications@
armidale.nsw.gov.au. 

ARC water restriction: 
Level 1
Save water at home with simple, 
practical tips. Visit the Armidale 
Regional Council website to learn 
more.
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Ladies’ Golf 
Last week the Ladies played 

in very windy weather. We 
played the 3rd Golf NSW 
Medal Round. 

Jenny Rogers was the win-
ner on a countback from Deb-
bie Heffernan with 74 Nett. 
Jenny also won the putting 
competition with 26 putts. 

Nearest the pin winners were 
Belinda Lenehan on the 7th 
hole. Donna White on the 9th 
and 18th holes. 

This week is a Par Medal. 
Next week is a 4BBB Stable-
ford NSW Bowl Round. 

Birdie 
 
Men’s Bowls 
Results T Ellis and M Simp-

son 24 defeated S Campbell 
and R Cox 18. 

Club fours nominations 
close 26th April with the 1st 
round to be played on the 3rd 
May. 

 

Vets Golf 
Last Tuesday we played the 

Reg Taylor stroke event with 
Warren McCowen getting the 
win with 76 nett. Ian Taylor 
was winner of the gross. Colin 
Mulligan was the best putter 
and also got NTP on the 7th. 
Ray Sweeney got the 10th and 
Warren McCowen got the 

18th. Next Tuesday is an indi-
vidual stableford.  

Drake 
 
Sunday Golf 
The final of the 2025 Match-

play will be played between 
Darrin Towells and Adam 
Brennan. This will be played 
in the next couple of weeks 

and then we will proceed with 
the 2026 Matchplay, so keep 
your eyes out for the draw. 

This Sunday will be a 9 hole 
voucher day run by the 
Golfers, this is a new thing we 
are looking at running once a 
month for something new and 
try and get some new golfers 
on board. 

The Hockey Ambrose has 
been moved to Sunday the 
26th of April. This will be 
played on the ANZAC long 
weekend and we are looking 
forward to hosting a fun day 
with proceeds to assist Frankie 
the beautiful baby of Cody and 
Allyssa Patterson who has 
been battling with some health 
issues. 

So grab a partner and come 
along for what should be a 
great day with prizes for Mens, 
Ladies, Mixed and Juniors. 
Hope to see you there 

HAPPY GOLFING 

AdvertisingAdvertising: : 
Bookings & ad copy: 
11.0011.00amam Mondays  Mondays 
advertising@gala.org.au 

News & EditorialNews & Editorial: : 4.004.00pmpm Mondays Mondays 
NeNews stories, sport reports, ws stories, sport reports, 

letters, community neletters, community news,  ws,  
what’s hot or not, etc. hot or not, etc.  

news@gala.org.au

Guyra Gazette Phone:  6779 2132
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Northern Tablelands Local 
Land Services is encouraging 
local owners of pet rabbits in the 
Armidale, Guyra, Glen Innes, 
Deepwater and Tenterfield areas 
to vaccinate their pets against 
Rabbit Haemorrhagic Disease 
Virus (RHDV) this month ahead 
of a planned release of the RHDV 
biological control in mid-May as 
part of a coordinated program to 
manage wild rabbit populations. 

Wild rabbits in the Northern 
Tablelands have bred rapidly over 
the past 12 months due to 
favourable seasonal conditions, 
and the use of biological controls 
like RHDV is one method that 
can assist local landholders to 
manage rabbits in the local envi-
ronment. However, to ensure 
owners of pet rabbits are not ad-
versely affected, Northern Table-
lands Local Land Services are 
encouraging pet rabbit owners to 
speak to their private veterinarian 

about vaccination. 
RHDV affects only rabbits 

(Oryctolagus cuninulus) and is 
not harmful to native animals or 
domestic pets other than rabbits. 
RHDV is spread by direct contact 
between rabbits, by insects (such 
as fleas and flies) and by predator 
faeces (cat, dog, and fox). 

Anthony Elliott, Senior Biose-

curity Officer at Northern Table-
lands Local Land Services said 
that managing wild rabbit popu-
lations in the Northern Tablelands 
is essential to protect local 
ecosystems, farmland, and native 
wildlife. 

“Wild rabbits are an invasive 
species in Australia and damage 
local environments through creat-

ing significant grazing pressure, 
competing with native animals 
for food and causing erosion and 
soil loss,” he said. “Landholders 
are responsible for controlling 
rabbits on their property as part of 
their General Biosecurity Duty in 
NSW.” 

“As a precautionary measure, 
we are encouraging pet rabbit 
owners in the community to con-
tact their private veterinarian 
about vaccination to avoid the 
chance of their rabbit becoming 
affected”, said Mr Elliott. 

For more information about 
controlling wild rabbits, land-
holders can access the Local Land 
Services website and Northern 
Tablelands Regional Strategic 
Pest Animal Management Plan 
2024-2028. Landholders can con-
tact their local biosecurity officer 
on 1300 795 299 for advice on 
how to manage wild rabbits on 
their property. 

Pet rabbit owners encouraged to vaccinate  
against Rabbit Haemorrhagic Disease Virus
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Gazette Footy Tipping Locals Entry Form - Round 8 
Tips must be submitted by 4.00pm on Wednesday 22nd April 

Tigers 
Cowboys 
Broncos 
Dragons 
Warriors 
Storm 
Knights 
Sea Eagles

Raiders 
Sharks 
Bulldogs 
Roosters 
Dolphins 
Rabbits 
Panthers 
Eels

vs 
vs 
vs 
vs 
vs 
vs 
vs 
vs

Mocack 58 
Winter Wombat 58 
Happy Gilmore 56 
Timmy the Tiger 56 
Queen B 56 
Dip Stick 54 
DJ 52 
Fred 52 
Luigi 52 
SK 52 

Nicko 52 
Iggman 50 
Wayno 50 
Farmer Joe 50 
Birdie 48 
Bundles 44 
Lilley 44 
Bulldog 44 
SuperJeff 44 

Name: .........................................................................
 
Phone: .........................................................................

Bye: 
Titans

Guyra Show Society’s 2025 Young Woman, 
Colleen Pearson, has wrapped up a rewarding 
and transformative 12 months, describing the ex-
perience in three words - challenging, eye-open-
ing and growth. 

Colleen represented Guyra at Zone level twice 
during her year, first travelling to Barraba with 
just three weeks to prepare, before returning this 
year at Warialda with a full 12 months of prepa-
ration under her belt. 

“The second time around was so much better,” 
she said. “Having that time to prepare really 
made a difference.” 

The Young Woman program focuses on devel-
oping participants to benefit not only them-
selves, but also their local show societies and 
communities. Along the way, entrants build 
skills in public speaking, interviews and net-
working - areas Colleen admits once pushed her 
well outside her comfort zone. 

“I entered the program to grow, and it’s defi-
nitely brought me out of my shell,” she said. 
“Speaking in front of people is something I 

couldn’t do 12 months ago.” 
Colleen said the experience also gave her a 

deeper appreciation for the work behind the 
scenes at the local Show. Her parents have al-
ways heavily involved and she continues that 
connection as head steward of the Lego section. 

Throughout her time in the role, Colleen rep-
resented the Show Society at a range of commu-
nity events, including laying a wreath on Anzac 
Day and attending Australia Day celebrations. 

At the Zone finals in Warialda, she was one of 
14 competitors and valued the opportunity to 
meet and connect with other young women. 

“You get to know everyone really well. The 
interviews can be daunting, talking about your-
self, but I’m proud of how far I’ve come,” she 
said. 

Despite not progressing further in the compe-
tition, Colleen said the experience was incredi-
bly worthwhile, even with a memorable hiccup 
on the night when her table collapsed. 

“It was still such a good experience,” she said. 
“What you put into it is what you get out.” 

Now 23, Colleen attended Bald Blair Public 
School and Guyra Central School, and works as 
a team leader at the Elm Street tomato farm. She 
credits the program with helping build her con-
fidence not only socially, but also in the work-
place, and says it has even inspired plans to 
travel more. 

Colleen has now passed the baton to 2026 
Young Woman Reeghan Woods, while Junior 
Young Woman Charlie Ward is also gaining 
valuable experience. 

She also believes programs like this are vital 
to the future of local shows. 

 
“Just have a go and put your hand up,” she 

said. “There’s only a handful in my age group 
who are involved and it would be great to see 
more.” 

“It’s really important to get new blood and 
new ideas into the show to keep it going for gen-
erations,” she said. “New generations bring fresh 
energy.” 

A year of growth and confidence for 2025 Young Woman

Colleen Pearson  at the Zone Judging in Warialda (left) and at the 2026 Guyra Show with Brendan Moylan and 2026 Young Woman Reeghan Woods



Classifieds & Servicesradies

FUNERAL NOTICE

TRADES & SERVICES

LAYER PULLETS, 20 weeks, Isa & all 

breeds, delivered to Guyra on Friday,  

24th April. Call Jim 0428 194 105.

Food Pantry at The Chapel 

66 Llangothlin Street, Guyra 

OPEN this FRIDAY  
9am-12pm 

Contact:  0455 232 073

MEETING ROOM FOR HIRE

CLAIM THE DATE

FOOD PANTRY

Dearly loved wife of Joe (dec'd). 
Loving mother and mother-in-law  

of Evan & Margaret, Lexwood and  
Caroline & Arthur. 

Much loved grandmother of Thomas. 
 

Aged 89 years  

A service will be held at St Columbus 
Presbyterian Church, Guyra on Tuesday 
21st April, 2026 at 2pm followed by  
interment at the Guyra Lawn Cemetery. 

WRIGHT; BETTY JUNE 
03.08.1936 - 06.04.2026 

Of  Llangothlin Street, Guyra  

GUYRA HISTORICAL MUSEUM  

is open on Wednesdays, Saturdays 

and Sundays 10.00am to 2pm.  

188 Bradley Street, Guyra

HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

THURSDAY, 7th MAY 

Australia's Biggest Morning Tea  

will be held at ADRA,  

Aboomala Street, Guyra  

FRIDAY & SATURDAY,  

12th & 13th June 

Rotary Mini Book Fair 10am - 3pm 

at Rotary Hall, 18 Nincoola Street 

(Cnr. of White Street) 

Mini Book Fairs will also be held 

on the 2nd weekend of  

July, August and September 

FRIDAY - MONDAY 
2nd - 5th OCTOBER 

TroutFest - 10th anniversary 
Market stalls, Art Show,  
Rotary Book Fair, Music

Conference/Meeting Room  

• • Reasonable rates 

• • Smart Board or Data Projector  

• • Catering arranged on request 

• • Teams meetings arranged 

Contact:  The GALA Centre 

136 Bradley Street, Guyra 

Ph:  6779 2132 

E:  admin@gala.org.au

MEETING NOTICES

CLAIM THE DATE 

For your event  

Phone:  6779 2132 Phone:  6779 2132 
adadvertisitising@gg@gala.ala.org.au.au

BEN LOMOND RFS Annual General  

Meeting at Ben Lomond Fire Station  

6pm on 29th April. 

RETURN THANKSPOULTRY FOR SALE

**Practical AI Tools 

for Small Business** 

Wednesday 29th April,  

at 6pm 
 

Accidental Counsellor 

Thursday 14th May 
 

Chemical Course 

Full & Refresher 

Thursday 21st May 
 

Bookings essential at 
New England  

Community College 
(RTO#90145) 

Phone:  6779 2132 

E:  admin@gala.org.au

COURSES AT NECC

Guyra 
 

Carpet  

Cleaning 

Steve Mepham 
 

0404 485 585

PLUMBING &  
GAS FITTING SUPPLIES

•• Drainage  •• Roofing  •• Pumps  •• Water Tanks 
•• Solar Hot Water  •• Gas Heaters  •• Gas Fitters 
•• Septic Systems  •• LPG Supplier  •• BOC Agents 

•• Bobcat & Backhoe Hire 
•• Excavator & Scissor Lift Hire

Track Loader Hire, Scrub & Fence Clearing, 
Trough Lines, Fire Breaks, General Transport,  
Truck & Drop Deck Hire, Weed & Pest Control,  
Heavy Machinery Servicing & Maintenance,  

Hay Cartage, Firewood & Wood Splitting 
 

Independent, reliable and  
personalised service – call now  
for a free quote:  0455 246 987 
nathanjusher@outlook.com 

USHERS AG SERVICES

• • Odd Jobs done 

• • Painting 

• • Lawns 

• • Demolition  

• • Rubbish Removal 

• • Gardening ... + more  
Call Roger  0473 656 686 

ABN 027 27 859 269

MARTIN; Vera Evelyn 
23.12.1934 - 19.3.2026 

The family of Evelyn Martin would 
like to thank the staff at Kolora and  
Piddingtons for their care, comfort and 
support at this sad time. 

We thank everyone for your flowers, 
condolences, cards and cooking after the 
passing of our dearly beloved Mother. 

Please accept this as our personal 
thanks. 

Anne, Phillip, Robert, Janette  
and their families
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Gazette’s Celebrity Footy Tipping

Robert’s Tips 
Cowboys 

Storm  

Panthers 

Warriors 

Rabbits 

Broncos 

Roosters 

Bulldogs 

Sue’s Tips 
Cowboys 

Storm  

Panthers 

Titans 

Dragons 

Broncos 

Roosters 

Eels 

Kim’s Tips 

Cowboys  

Raiders  

Panthers  

Warriors  

Rabbits  

Tigers 

Roosters  

Bulldogs 

 Score:  52

 Score:  54

 Score:  50

Thinking Real Estate? 

... then think PINK 
• Rural   • Rentals   

• Residential 
We are here to help you 

95B Bradley Street, Guyra 
office@sueross.com.au

A top score of 12 points sees Winter Wombat claim top 
spot on the Locals Leadboard, shared with Mocack, both 
now on 58 points.  

However, we dare not reveal who scored 0 points, zero, 
nada this week! Our silence has a price! 

There are three Locals in 2nd place on 56 points: Happy 
Gilmore, Queen B and Timmy the Tiger.  Following just 
another 2 points behind on 54 we have Dip Stick.  

The scores this week for both the Locals and the 
Celebrities were 4 and 6 points with a couple of 8’s. 

Soley reclaimed some ground with a score of 10, but he 
maintains the Wooden Spoon position. Only 2 points 
ahead, though, is Vu on 46 points. 

Leading our Celebrities is Sue on 54 points, followed 
closely by Marie, Robert and our lovely lads at Fourways 
on 52 points.  

It’s a close game for the Celebrities as Kim and Eli are 
just another 2 points behind in 3rd place on 50 points. 

 
Happy tipping everyone!

6779 1276  or   0419 606 103

 Score:  44

 Score:  46 Score:  52

Vu’s Tips 
Sea Eagles 

Storm  

Panthers 

Warriors 

Rabbits 

Broncos 

Roosters 

Bulldogs 

MCLS’ Tips 
Cowboys 

Storm  

Panthers 

Warriors 

Dragons 

Tigers 

Roosters 

Eels 

Soley’s Tips 
Cowboys 

Raiders 

Dolphins 

Warriors 

Rabbits 

Tigers 

Knights 

Bulldogs 

Eli’s Tips 
Cowboys 

Storm 

Panthers 

Warriors 

Rabbits 

Tigers 

Roosters 

Bulldogs 

Opening Hours: 
Monday to Friday:   

8.00am to 5.30pm 

Saturday:   8.00am to 12pm 

Special This Week: 
Chicken Stir Fry  

 $16.99kg 

OPENING HOURS 
Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri: 

6.30am ‑ 2pm 
Saturday:  7am ‑ 2pm 

Tues & Sun:  CLOSED 
Call:  0486 012 743

102 Bradley Street, Guyra   6779 1192
87-89 Bradley Street 

6779 1284

Fourways Service Centre 
Maxxis Tyres  

& other leading brands 
Mechanical repairs 
Log book servicing 
Rego inspections

MV
RL

54
58

3

98 Bradley Street, Guyra 

e:  csole@soletaxation.com.au 

p:  6779 1267

Your Rural 
Taxation 

Specialists

Marie’s Tips 
Cowboys 

Storm 

Panthers 

Warriors 

Rabbits 

Tigers 

Roosters 

Bulldogs  Score:  52

105 Bradley Street 

6779 1008

Guyra Pharmacy 

Trading Hours 

Mon-Fri    8am - 5.30pm 

Saturday  9am - 12pm 

Closed on 

Sunday & Public Holidays

 Score:  50

Kimmy’s Kitchen 

120A Bradley St, 

Call Marie today to book 
your obligation free  

appraisal 
0488 738 930

marie@countrywideproperty.net.au
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Guyra did not have the best 
start to the 2026 Group 19 season 
on Saturday on the scoreboard, 
but the Old Boys Day crowd 
made it a big success off the field. 

The crowd greeted the 2006 
first grade premiership side as it 
celebrated its 20-year reunion and 
also to see Guyra field its first re-
serve grade team in 10 years. 

The A grade was the main event 
and saw the Super Spuds give 
reigning champions Inverell a 
scare before going down 34-24. 

It was 12-all at halftime after 
Samuel Briggs-Andrews and 
Robert Sisson scored tries that 
cancelled out Inverell’s 12-nil 
lead. 

The Hawks re-established that 
lead with two tries to make it 24-
12 early in the second half as the 
wind played havoc with the kick-
offs and general play kicking. 

Billy Youman and captain-
coach Ben Vidler showed 
strength to run in two tries to get 
Guyra back level, but Inverell fin-
ished stronger with two more 
tries. 

Archie Dowden not only 
booted four from four conver-
sions, he was also named players’ 
player and took home the three 

club points. 
Tommy Ryan scored two points 

in a strong official Spuds debut 
and Sisson picked up one point. 

In the first game of the day, the 
Spudettes found the going tough 
as Inverell ran away to a 40-4 
success. 

Kayla White scored Guyra’s 
only try and also received two 
best and fairest points. 

Paige Vickery scored three 
points and Alli Burey one, while 
Taylor Waters was voted players’ 
player. 

The reserve grade clash saw In-
verell lead 4-nil before Blake 
Phillips dived over in the corner 
for Guyra to level at 4-all. 

Two tries before halftime gave 
the Hawks a very handy 16-4 
lead, but Guyra scored all the sec-
ond half points as Corbi Byers 
and Brendon Williams crossed on 
opposite sides of the field. 

It wasn’t enough though as In-
verell held on to win 16-14. 

Anthony Dittman was players’ 
player and scored three club 
points, Matt Simpson took two 
and Tom Starr one. 

This Sunday the Spuds travel to 
Glen Innes for the first away 
games of the year. 

Senior soccer returned last 
weekend, with both grades play-
ing in Armidale. A new look 
4th grade side took the field on a 
warm and windy day. They were 
grateful for those from 3rd grade 
who filled the bench spots, if any-
one is still interested in playing or 
is new to town and who like to 
meet some new people, training is 
on Thursday evenings at the soc-
cer fields. 

It was a good match up against 
Norths who were also finding 
their feet, Guyra’s Ash Holt nar-
rowly missed the goals with ball 
hitting the post and bouncing 
back in. That was the best chance 
either side had on the day despite 
a number of breaks from Guyra’s 
young and enthusiastic forwards, 
only to be shut down by experi-
enced Norths backs. The game 
ended in a nil all draw with plenty 
to build on in the coming weeks. 

Third Grade took to the field af-
terwards also against Norths with 

a few new faces but a lot of re-
turnees from last season. The 
game was tight in the early going 
with both sides feeling each other 
out. This was broken by Sammy 
who, with some good lead up, got 
a ball on the frontline to take it up 
field and score.  

It was 1 to 0 in favour of Guyra 
at half time and this was as close 
as it got with one way traffic in 
the second half. That seen 
Malachi, Cooper and Tom all 
scoring goals and a further two 
from Sammy for a 3 goal game, 
the score ended up 6 to nil. 

This coming weekend sees both 
grades at home against Glen 
Innes, with the 4th grade game 
kicking off and 1pm and the 
3rd grade kicking off at 3pm.  

The junior season is set to kick 
off on the 2nd May, with the first 
training on 29th April. There is 
still time to get registration and 
we are seeking players in the 
older age groups. 

Casper 

Spuds give Inverell a scare in first outing

Soccer kicks off for 2026


