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Weekly Specials
... this week

Free Range Eggs
$4.50

Heaps of new stock in store ...
• Bambillo Pillows

• Swiftie Sweeps (as seen on TV),
• Fishing Gear    • Camping Gear

• Lay-buys welcome

18or 20olments ftaking enr
ently e is currentre cy carDa

ong eschool and La Prhe Guyr

1591777Amanda on 6
our child please call ol yenr

o tion or tormae infor morF
ears old.eeks – 6 yaged 6 w

en or childrailable fves aplac
tion ducaEarly Childhood and E

T

Circulation `1680 P: 6779 2132 E: news@gala.org.au, advertising@gala.org.au www.gala.org.au/guyra-gazette/

The NSW Department of Premier and
Cabinet (DPC) conducted a consultation
workshop in Guyra on Tuesday, seeking
community input on the proposed closure
of the rail corridor between Armidale and
Wallangarra. There was a packed house
at the Guyra Bowling Club with 172 land-
holders, business owners and community
members present.

The workshop, along with one held in

Tenterfield on Monday, was the first stage
of an ongoing consultation process re-
garding any future developments of the
rail corridor, including biosecurity and
other risk mitigation strategies.

Facilitator Sam Muller told the gather-
ing that the workshop was an opportu-
nity to share, to listen, and to gauge
community sentiment about the closure
of the corridor.

She stressed that the workshop was the
first step in the assessment process and
that the consultation was necessary be-
cause there is an active group seeking
funding. That active group is the New
England Rail Trail (NERT) who have sub-
mitted a proposal to convert a 34km sec-
tion of the line between Black Mountain
and Ben Lomond to a Rail Trail. 

continued page 7
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CHRISTMAS LIGHTS in
Wirruna St ‐ beau�ful!!!

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS and
shop decora�ons all over
town ‐ great to see!!!

SMILEY FACES on emails
‐ makes me happy!

THE NEW Lamb & Potato
Fes�val booklet OUT
NOW

COMBINED CAROLS
SERVICE this Sunday 17th
7pm at Anglican Church

LOCAL COMPETITOR in
Sydney to Hobart yacht
race ‐ Good luck Kris�!

What’s HOT

What’s NOT

Guyra Hospital

Rain this week            3.4mm
December rainfall 12.0mm
Rainfall YTD            1036.5mm
Rainfall last YTD      881.1mm

Rainfall Registrations 
to 9am Monday, December 11th

Water treatment plant

WWeeaatthheerr 
WWAATTCCHH

Min
11.0
6.2
7.7
10.8
10.7
8.5
7.5

Max
21.0
18.7
23.0
24.4
23.5
22.0
24.8

Rain
0
0
0
0
3.4
0
0

DDaayy
Tues
Wed

Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

DDaattee
05
06
07
08
09
10
11

Rainfall - 4mm(1024.5mm YTD)
Top Dam FULL
Bott. Dam 130mm below spillway
Daily average town consumption
(target 650 kl) 1408kl
Water Restrictions - NIL

Submit your Hots and Nots
by phone 6779 2132 email
news@gala.org.au or drop

in to the GALA centre

COLD OVERNIGHT 
temperatures in Decem‐
ber

Guyra Preschool and Long
Day Care Centre are seeking
new childcare enrolments for
2018.  The centre is open
from 7.30am to 6.00pm, Mon-
day to Friday at 199 Bradley
street Guyra.

Generous Child Care Ben-
efit and Child Care Rebates
available to make quality
childcare and education af-
fordable for families. 

The centre offers Early
Childhood Education and
Care to children aged 6
weeks to 6 years old and be-
fore school care, after school

care and vacation care for
children aged 6 years to 12
years of age.

The centres play based
learning curriculum is deliv-

ered through highly trained
teachers in a homely, nurtur-
ing, supportive, sustain-
able,   encouraging and
energetic environment.

As children learn more
quickly during their early
years than any other time in
their life, teachers are com-
mitted to ensuring all chil-
dren meet the fullest
potential, enabling them the
most positive start at life. 

We welcome new children
and families to drop in for a
visit or call Amanda on
67791715 for more info.

AAnndd tthhee wwiinnnneerr iiss......
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Email: 
news@gala.org.au
advertising@gala.org.au
Phone: 6779 2347  or

6779 2132
Post or call in:
136 Bradley Street, Guyra
Online:
facebook.com/guyragazette/
Full edition can be read online at:
www.gala.org.au/guyra-gazette

DISCLAIMER
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are submitted on the condition that Guyra Adult Learning 

Association Inc. (GALA), as the publisher of the Guyra Gazette, may edit such letters and has
the right to reproduce all letters in electronic form and communicate these letters.

PRINTED BY: The Guyra Gazette is printed by GALA, 136 Bradley Street, Guyra NSW
2365, phone 6779 2132.

PUBLISHING: GALA, the Editor and Staff of the Guyra Gazette have published any article
herein in good faith and bear no responsibility in respect of the accuracy of the information
contained in such articles. 

Any person or persons publishing material in the Guyra Gazette do so in the knowledge that
they shall personally accept any responsibility for the accuracy and other correctness of such
articles and also accept full responsibility for the legal consequences if it be found that the article
contains any inaccuracies in the contents of any such article.
Editor: Janelle Stewart    Advertising: Martha Weiderman

Drawing of the Lions Club Christmas raffle last Friday.
Leanne Mayled and Peter King drew the winning ticket

in the giant Christmas Stocking which was won by Craig
Waters. Thank you to everyone who puchased tickets

facebook.com/dejaystakeaway
108 Bradley Street,

Guyra    
Phone:  6779 2896

BURGERS ... PIZZAS ...
SEAFOOD ... FAST FOOD
Open 9am - 8pm -

except closed on Tuesdays

EEnnrrooll nnooww ffoorr 22001188
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We’d like to thank 
our customers 

for your support 
throughout the year.
SHOP LOCAL

with us to enter our
Christmas draw and

WIN great prizes!

1st prize:
Grand Hall BBQ 

valued at $599.00
2nd prize:

Bosch Laser Multi Kit
valued at $149.00

3rd prize:
Hitachi 42pc Drill &

Driver Bit Set 
valued at $59.00

Friday night

Joker Draw

SUTTO’S Royal Hotel
122 Bradley Street, Guyra                Phone:  6779 1005

Live it up ... 
The Top Pub

Live it up ... 
The Top Pub

$$33,,880000$$33,,880000
+ Meat & + Meat & 

Ham RafflesHam Raffles
Sat night - 30 hams followed by 

Monster Xmas raffle
Courtesy bus running

‘Extremely excited’ were
the words Ruben Jolly used
to describe his meeting with
his idol Cody Heffernan last
Thursday. It was second
time lucky for the rodeo en-
thusiast, with the first meet-
ing not going quite to plan.

The year 4 student at Ben
Lomond Public School wants
to make bull riding his ca-
reer ‘because it’s dangerous
and I am a dare devil’. 

He wrote to Cody, the Aus-
tralia PBR champion, telling
him how much he admired
him.

Cody agreed to meet
Ruben when he was in In-
verell during the last holi-
days, however Ruben was
overcome with excitement
and only managed a quick
hello. To Cody’s credit he fol-
lowed up with the school to
see why Ruben hadn’t
turned up.

Principal Denise Smoother
said that Cody was so over-
whelmed he ‘forgot’ to intro-
duce himself.

“Ruben was so excited to
meet Cody at Inverell he
couldn’t really say anything
except hello,” Mrs Smoother
said. “He had his photo
taken so we sent it off to
Cody as proof and let him
know how overwhelmed
Ruben was.”

This time around Cody
agreed to meet Ruben on
’home ground’, taking the
time to visit the school last

week.  Ruben was prepared
this time, complete with his
own rodeo gear and with a
list of questions to ask.

The questions came thick
and fast this time – Why do
you want to be a bull rider?
Have you been overseas?
What does it feel like to win
a PBR?  Have you had any

injuries? He even showed he
was prepared to ask the
tough questions, such as
‘Why don’t you wear a hel-
met?’

Ruben’s classmates shared
the excitement, spending
time with Cody who also
stayed on to present awards
at the end of year assembly.

DDaarree ddeevviill mmeeeettss iiddooll

Ruben Jolly meets PBR  Champiion Cody Heffernan



NNeeww ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess
I am writing to advise I

support the closure of the rail
corridor between Armidale
and Wallangarra. 

Let’s be frank here - the line
has not been used in over 25
plus years and even if a train
were ready to go tomorrow
the line would not be. It is in
disrepair and deteriorates on
a daily basis by lack of use.

I don’t just want the closure
of the corridor though. I want
the corridor to be opened up
to new opportunities that will
benefit the towns and villages
that sit along the corridor be-
tween Armidale and Wallan-
gara.

What I would like to see is

the Great Northern Rail Trail
and the excitement that
would bring when it opens up
the area to economic develop-
ment and boundless tourism
opportunities. It would be the
dawn of a new era just like
the steam train was all those
years ago.

I am not opposed to rail and
if a train could be brought
back I would be one of the
first to purchase a ticket. I
love trains and the adventure
they offer. Let’s not be selfish
though, let’s open the corridor
to new opportunities and ad-
ventures and if a train is to
come back then the corridor
would be preserved for that to
happen.

AAiilleeeenn MMaaccDDoonnaalldd

A�er gaining a handful of
cents on the first day of sales
the market gathered momen‐
tum with the Eastern Market In‐
dicator closing the week at a
fresh high. The mid micron
Merino types, Crossbreds and
Merino Cardings all gained good
ground as buyers filled orders
before the looming three week
recess. 

The 19, 19.5, and 20 micron
indicators closed the week at
new high points as did the
Merino Carding indicator.
47,523 bales were sold na�on‐
ally with a low passed in rate of
3.1%. 

Major buyers included Tech‐
wool, PJ Morris and Fox & Lillie
with the top 4 accoun�ng for al‐

most 50% of the na�onal
Merino fleece offering. Next
week is the final sale before the
annual three week recess and
the expected na�onal offering
has risen to over 52,000 bales. 

Whilst the last few sales have
been smaller in volume than
the corresponding period last
year AWEX data is s�ll showing
a rise of 7.1% in the volume of
first hand bales offered for the
season to date. Surprisingly the
forward market also con�nues
to strengthen with 19 micron
contracts changing hands today
at 2000 cents as far out as May
next year.

Greg Andrews

HHaavvee yyoouurr ssaayy..............
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Last Tuesday night St Mary of the
Angels held our annual presentation
night. On this night, we recognise the
learning efforts of our students in
2017. 

Students from K-6 were awarded
with class awards for academic excel-
lence, sportsmanship, pastoral care
and most improved. Our major award
recipients for 2017 were:

DDuuxx AAwwaarrdd
Ruby Mills
SSppoorrttssppeerrssoonn ooff tthhee YYeeaarr
Brooke Newberry
RRaammaaggee EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg SScciieennccee AAwwaarrdd

- Joseph Reeves
MMoollllyy MMccKKeerrvveeyy CCrreeaattiivvee AArrttss 
AAwwaarrdd
Shanae Wark
AADDIIGG MMaatthheemmaattiiccss AAwwaarrdd
Tyler Nguyen
CCWWLL PPaassttoorraall CCaarree AAwwaarrdd 
Courtney Spradbrow
UU GGOOOOSSEE TTeecchhnnoollooggyy AAwwaarrdd
George Williamson
SStt VViinncceenntt ddee PPaauull SSoocciiaall 
JJuussttiiccee  AAwwaarrdd
Jack Lockyer
AArrmmiiddaallee RReeggiioonnaall CCoouunncciill 
CCiittiizzeennsshhiipp AAwwaarrdd 
Harrison Brazier
Congratulations to all of these 

students.  
PPrriinncciippaall SShhaarroonn WWiittttiigg

Above:
Back l to r: Brooke Newberry,
Harrison Brazier, Jack Lockyer

and Ruby Mills
Front: George Williamson, Joseph

Reeves, Shanae Wark, Tyler Nguyen
Absent: Courtney Spradbrow

Right: 
Dux Ruby Mills with 

Gary Burdett from the Catholic
Schools Office in Armidale 

SStt MMaarryy’’ss PPrreesseennttaattiioonn NNiigghhtt

WWeeeekkllyy WWooooll 
Market Report 
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Construction of a 19.8 kilo-
metre pipeline from Malpas
Dam to Guyra to secure the
Guyra region’s water supply
during a drought is another
step closer, after newly
elected Councillors agreed to
support the pipeline at a re-
cent project workshop. 

Armidale Regional Council
Mayor, Simon Murray said
water security for the Region
is an absolute priority for the
Armidale Regional Council,
and the proposed pipeline to
Guyra will ensure we plan
for a drought proof future. 

The project involves con-
structing a new intake and
pumping station at Malpas
Dam and building a 200mm
diameter underground
pipeline (with feasibility for
300mm if final budget al-
lows) from Malpas Dam to
the balance tank at Guyra’s
Water Treatment Plant. 

“We are excited about the
prospect of water security
and the added environmen-
tal and economic benefits the
pipeline will bring. A secure
water supply will attract
more industry for the Guyra
Region, and I encourage the
community to get behind the
project.”

“Periods of drought will
come again, and their sever-
ity may worsen, so we need
to be prepared for it,” Mr
Murray said.  “Securing
funding for the pipeline is
now underway with business
cases submitted to both State
and Federal Government.” 

The proposed pipeline, con-
necting Malpas Dam to
Guyra’s Water Treatment
Plant, will be activated in
times of drought to deliver a
reliable water supply to resi-
dents and local industry. 

Northern Tablelands MP
Adam Marshall has been lob-
bying for funding, seeking
$10.5 million from the NSW

Government with the re-
mainder of the project to be
funded by either the Federal
Government or council.

“Council’s support for this
project is absolutely vital and
I am delighted that the
newly-elected Councillors
have given the green light to
this one-in-a-generation in-
frastructure project to pro-
ceed,” Mr Marshall said.

The MP has previously
tabled a petition of around
1,500 signatures in parlia-
ment supporting the project,
but he believes that council’s
strong support is the final
clinching element to his case
to the government.

If funding is successful, the
detailed design phase will
commence in March next
year, with construction ex-
pected to begin in August
2018, taking up to 18 months
to complete. 

The pipeline was selected
as the optimal solution fol-
lowing an extensive assess-
ment by water, financial,
engineering and infrastruc-
ture experts from across the
State. 

CCoouunncciilllloorrss ssuuppppoorrtt PPiippeelliinnee’’ss ffuuttuurree

Dry times at Malpas Dam (file photo)

MMiicchhaaeell,, SSttaacceeyy
&& SSttaaffff

wwiisshh eevveerryyoonnee aa

MMeerrrryy CChhrriissttmmaass
aanndd aa

HHaappppyy NNeeww YYeeaarr!!
We thank you for your valued support of 

our business during 2017

Trading Hours
Friday, December 22 7.00am - 6.30pm
Saturday, December 23 7.00am - 2.00pm
Sunday, December 24 7.00am - 2.00pm

Normal trading hours December 27-31
CLOSED: December 25, 26 & January 1

Grocery Competition Drawn
3.00pm on Friday, December 22
1st $300 open order,  2nd $200,  3rd $100

FRESH bread & meat available 
EVERY DAY we are open

Kirk’s Phone:
6779 1555

94 Bradley Street
Guyraplus LIQUOR



13th Dec St Mary’s/ J Jordan
14th December Pamela Hart

15th Dec R Forbes/D Garniss
18th December Lions Club

19th December Pamela Carter

Community 
Noticeboard
Meals on Wheels

Street Stalls
14th, 15th and 16th Dec

Rotary Club
20th and 21st Dec

Hospital Auxiliary
22nd December

Rotary

Church Notices
St James Anglican
Sunday 9am Traditional Service,
10.30am Family Service; 1st
Sunday of the month Backwater
2pm, 3rd Sunday of the month
Ben Lomond 12.00noon 
Rev Mark Evers 6779 1111
St Mary’s Catholic
Saturday Mass 6pm in Guyra,
Sunday 9am, 1st Sunday of
month Ben Lomond, 3rd Sun-
day Wards Mistake, otherwise
Guyra
St Columba’s Presbyterian
Guyra Sunday 9.00am  'Ben
Lomond Service, first Sunday
of even-numbered months,
2.00pm Rev Andrew Campbell,
Acting Session Clerk:  Jim
Coleman 6733 2021
Uniting Church
Regular Sunday Service 9.30am
Enq. Nancy Davidson 6779 1366
Seventh-day Adventist
Saturday from 10am Bible
Study, 11am Divine Service. 
Enquiries: 6779 1587 
Northwest Church
66 Llangothlin St, Sunday meet-
ing 10am, Wed 7pm Food
Pantry - Fridays 1-3pm. 
Tony Stace 0427956772.
Church of Freedom
10 Nincoola Street - Contact:
0421 847 973, Tuesday Prayer
6.30pm, Wed Bible Study
6.30pm Sunday Service 10am 

Service Clubs
LIONS CLUB dinner meetings
1st & 3rd Thursday of the
month at Guyra Bowling Club,
7pm. Ph:Peter King 0412 780
951
ROTARY CLUB dinner meetings
2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month
at Rafters Restaurant, 6pm for
6.30pm. Ph: Aileen MacDonald 
0417 079 307

Ben Lomond Public School
held their presentations last
Thursday.

Awards were given to:
Ruben Jolly - Improvement 
in Writing

Cody Mcleod - Outstanding 
improvement in Maths
Eli Jolly - Outstanding 
overall Achievement
Ellie Bavea - Outstanding 
overall Achievement
Sherry Qiao - Increased 

engagement with learning
Bridget Jolly - Successful 
completion of Transition.

DDeenniissee SSmmooootthheerr 
PPrriinncciippaall
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BBeenn LLoommoonndd AAwwaarrddss

Back l to r: Principal Denise Smoother, Cody Heffernan, Mayor Simon Murray
Front: Ellie Bavea, Eli Jolly, Ruben Jolly, Bridget Jolly and Cody McLeod

Students from Years 7-11
at Guyra Central School
have been participating in
Term 5 Activities this week. 

Term 5 is an excellent way
for the students to spend
time with their fellow peers
in different learning environ-
ments, participating in some
new and enjoyable learning
experiences. 

Term 5 is considered part
of the school calendar year.
You are expected to partici-
pate, as you would any other
day of the year. Absent stu-
dents are required to provide
a note to explain their ab-
sence.

Students have been able to
participate in many activities
including clay work, having
the opportunity to work on
the pottery wheel under the
supervision of Mr Evans and
Mr Nicholson, polymer clay
jewellery learning how to

make jewellery  from poly-
mer clay at home as well as a
number of different tech-
niques to decorate your
beads and studs, the hunger
games including a variety of
indoor and outdoor games de-

signed to test your survival
skills of endurance, flexibil-
ity and wit and of course the
Great Guyra Bake Off, join-
ing in the ultimate test of
your baking prowess. 

Felicity Campbell takes a turn at the pottery wheel

EEnnjjooyyaabbllee lleeaarrnniinngg eexxppeerriieenncceess
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KKrriissttii’’ss bboouunndd ffoorr HHoobbaarrtt
At Christmas when most

people are celebrating Kristi
Foster will be resting up in a
dingy little hotel room, sleep-
ing as much as she can,
watching TV and waiting for
the biggest race of her life.

Kristi, part-time Guyra
resident and full-time sailing
enthusiast, will be preparing
to take part in the Rolex Syd-
ney to Hobart yacht race. 

It is her second time in the
race after previously compet-
ing as part of a ‘Sailors with
disABILITIES’ crew in 2015.
This time around she will be
aboard ‘Dare Devil’, owned
by Sibby Ilzhofer, and is 
hoping for a podium finish. 

Kristi credits Sailors with
DisABILITIES with saving
her life after she broke her
back while jumping on a
trampoline. She spent 15
years in and out of a wheel-
chair following the accident. 

At the time she was living
in Coffs Harbour and when
Sailors with disABILITES
sailed into town she realised
that sailing was something
she could do. 

“They came to town and
told me I would be able to
help myself by going sailing,”
Kristi said. “They saved my
life basically. Fast track to
seven years later I did my
first Sydney to Hobart.”

Three years ago Kristi
made the move to Guyra
where she says she ‘spends a
lot of time frequenting coffee
shops’. She now divides her
time between the town and
her home port Coffs Harbour,
where her Catalina 34mkII

yacht is berthed. 
“Guyra is where I say is

home, but I am everywhere
because there is not a whole
lot of ocean here,” Kristi said.
“I just love the area, and not
many people know my story -
they just think I am another
local.”

At the moment she also
spends a lot of time travel-
ling to Sydney or Newcastle
in preparation for the big
race. While she is hopeful of
being up there with the best
when the handicap honours
are decided, a lot will depend
on the weather. 

Last time around she en-
dured a 39-hour storm and is
proud of the fact that the
crew, made up of disabled
people including amputees
and two blind sailors, made it
when some of the higher pro-
file yachts such as Wild Oats
and Perpetual Loyal pulled
out. 

“I have learned that the
only real disability in life is a
bad attitude. Therefore my
goal in life is to live to be the
best possible person I can
be,” Kristi said. 

“Sailing is a battle against
myself - it’s teamwork, it’s
battling against my own dis-
ability, my own body and
when I stand on the dock at
the end of a big race there’s a
sense of triumph.”

You can track Kristi’s
progress by following Dare
Devil Racing on facebook and
you can also live track the
race via the Crusing Yacht
Club of Australia’s website.

Kristi Foster is preparing for the Sydney to Hobart 
yacht race as part of the crew aboard ‘Dare Devil’

from page 1
Executive Director of Re-

gional Infrastructure and
Networks Chris Hanger
said legislative amend-
ments to the Transport Ad-
ministration Act are
required to enable any rail
trail project to begin.

Mr Hanger said there is a
$300 million fund for re-
gional tourism infrastruc-
ture programs such as the
rail trail project – with the
NERT project’s estimated
capital cost at $4.08 mil-

lion.
He said that it was great

to see so many people inter-
ested and that the meeting
was only part of the assess-
ment process.

“Legislation will only be
introduced if there is sup-
port from community,” he
said.  “We need to decide if
this is the right thing to
do.- The primary focus is to
capture  the views of the
community.”

Mr Hanger  answered a
number of questions from

supporters of the Rail Trail
and also opponents. 

Many of the questions 
related to the cost of estab-
lishment and ongoing
maintenance versus the vi-
ability of reopening of the
line for passenger and
freight services.

On a number of occasions
Mr Hanger said that it is
‘extremely unlikely’ that
the line would be reopened
as there is no evidence of
demand for passengers or
freight services.  

He said that the costs in-
volved in reopening line
would be in the hundreds of
millions compared to $4m
capital costs and a mainte-
nance bill in the ‘$10,000s”
for the proposed rail trail.

Before any project can
proceed the Government
would need to undertake a
cost benefit analysis and
would need to be convinced
that the benefits would out-
weigh the costs.
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TOURISM TOPICS - Waitin’ for the Tracks
By 1878 the chosen route

for the Great Northern Rail
Line from Newcastle was to
go to Tamworth, then Uralla,
Armidale, Exmouth- Black
Mountain, Guyra, Llangoth-
lin, Ben Lomond and to Glen
Innes, eventually reaching
Tenterfield with rail-width
changes at Wallangarra on
the Queensland border.

One other considered route
was a Western loop out to
Manilla, Bingara and up to
Inverell, across a number of
bridges associated with un-
certain timings and levels of
floods. (The chosen line was
accurately predicted by
J.J.Galloway, surveyor of
New England some 30
(thirty) years earlier in 1856.) 

By 1883, as the painting
suggests, the humble little
Railway Station was (like the
workers) anxiously” waitin’
for the tracks”. With blood,
sweat n’ tears, droughts,
floods, storms and blizzards
the courageous teams built
the impressive engineering
feat of one of Australia’s high-
est rail line extensions from
Dumaresq near Armidale to
Stonehenge near Glen Innes,
by August, 1884. Across the
road from Guyra’s railway to
the East, was the Royal
Hotel, Police, Catholic
Church and produce stores by
the 1890’s.

The rapid rail system would
have suddenly affected soci-
ety just as the Internet has
done today; almost incompre-
hensible. Instead of a couple

of weeks to the Hunter dis-
trict by bullocky, goods could
be delivered in a day or two!
Australia’s Defence.

Forces could be strength-
ened and interconnected
along most of the East- south
East of the continent as well
by the fast and well armoured
Iron Horse. 

Behind the railway station
rests the Mother of Ducks’, an
upland still-water lake
stretching over a 1000 acres,
(400-500 hectares), with
depths of fresh water reach-
ing 4 metres.  

Commercial, recreational
and sporting interests have
altered the original size and
depth of the Lagoon occasion-
ally since European settle-
ment days. Drainage
continues to flow from the
northern end.

The easily accessible and at
times priceless water supply
no doubt filled the tanks in
the thirsty but powerful
Steam engines. Of course
there was no Diesel back
then. The reliable freshwater
habitat would have fed the
now extinct Mega-fauna, the
giant herbivore and carnivore
marsupials. 

The abundant wildlife
today complimenting the hy-
drophytes  include insects,
fish, amphibians, reptiles,
echidna, marsupials plus
other mammals and  colourful
birdlife some of which are
local, some national and some
fly in  from the Arctic region.
For hundreds and hundreds
of seasons Aboriginal families
have interacted and cele-
brated with the Mother of
Ducks as well.

The painting, inspired by
an old photo in Journal No 2,
The Guyra and District His-
torical Society,1989, together
with old mate ‘imagination’, is
a snapshot of the easily acces-
sible Natural and Historic  at-
tractions available during a
short stroll through down-
town Guyra. 

PPaaiinnttiinngg aanndd aarrttiiccllee
RRiicchhaarrdd DD..SSttaannlleeyy 

RReeffeerreenncceess:: +Journal no 2 The
Guyra and district historical so-
ciety, 1989 including article by
Nola Hill +Drain it Dam it; alter-
ation of water regime in shallow
wetlands on the New England
Tableland of New South Wales,
Australia M.A.Brock,
R.G.B.Smith & P.J.Jarman 1998.

+Guyra. A souvenir pictorial
history, Rex Toomey1983.

+ New England from old pho-
tographs, Lionel Gilbert 2000.
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Guyra Central School is the
learning ‘hub’ of our community
and as educators it is our re-
sponsibility to create a safe
learning environment where
everyone has the opportunity to
succeed. Our PBL values Pride,
Respect and Responsibility de-
fines us, defines what we value
as a school. At our annual pres-
entation night held last Thurs-
day 7th December we
acknowledged those students
who have demonstrated a com-
mitment to upholding those val-
ues. Congratulations to all who
received an award at the presen-
tation evening you have obvi-
ously taken pride in your work,
respected yourself and the per-
son who you wish to become and
have taken responsibility for
your own learning and personal
commitment to your tasks.

It has been a great privilege
for me to take on the role as Re-
lieving Principal of this amazing
school during term 4, 2017 and I
very much look forward to what
2018 has to offer. After 5 years
as the Principal of Norfolk Is-
land Central School I identified
Guyra Central School as the
school that I would like for my
next posting.  I had heard that
the kids and staff were great,
the community very supportive
and friendly and that the staff
and student leadership teams
were proactive. I have to say
that I haven’t been disap-
pointed. 

To Mrs Gillian Davis, Reliev-
ing Principal and now our sub-
stantive Deputy Principal,
thank you for all of your amaz-
ing work. Your generosity during
our handover has been substan-

tial. You really are a profes-
sional, I thank you for your sup-
port.

I am extremely proud to have
the opportunity to lead this
great learning team and em-
brace being in a setting that is
small enough to offer personal-
ized learning opportunities and
big enough to offer an impres-
sive range of face to face sub-
jects. We have the ultimate
privilege to educate and interact
with the whole family – Kinder-
garten to Year 12. I believe that
this is one of our greatest
strengths. We know our kids,
who they are and who their fam-
ily is. 

In the coming days we are
looking forward to receiving no-
tification of our Year 12 Higher
School Certificate results. Can I

take this opportunity to wish
our students’ good luck and suc-
cess in everything that they as-
pire towards in this next
exciting chapter of their lives.

Last week Mrs Gillian Davis
and I had the huge privilege of
spending the day with our Stu-
dent Representative Council
and junior AECG, around 45
students who represented the
students body. We asked the
group what skills and attribute
our students and staff need to
develop to provide maximum op-
portunities for all students into
the future. One of the recurring
themes on the day was to maxi-
mize our understanding, skill
level and appropriate use of
technologies. 

I would like to assure all par-
ents and students that we are

listening. Our 2018-2020 School
Plan will reflect all of the con-
tributing ideas that came from
our student leaders and our
community consultations. Stu-
dent and community voice is
very important to us at Guyra
Central School and we are com-
mitted to providing opportuni-
ties for our students and the
community to have a say in the
education of all of Guyra’s chil-
dren. We understand that stu-
dents should also have the
opportunities to express them-
selves in today’s technologies.
We need to assist student to
build creativity, problem solving,
critical thinking and digital
communication skills. Our plan
will allocate resources to facili-
tate and build these skills.

I would like to take the oppor-
tunity to thank our hard work-
ing staff. I have only been here
for 8 weeks and I can’t tell you
how many hours unpaid over-
time work that I have wit-
nessed, over the weekends and
evenings, all to ensure that your
children get the best possible ed-
ucation. 

A special thank you must go
out to our SASS staff working in
the “engine room’. Thank you for
all of your efforts.

All in all I believe 2018 is
going to be a very exciting and
productive year at Guyra Cen-
tral School. Travel safely during
our school break if you are head-
ing off. Have a great Christmas
with friends and family and I
look forward to seeing you all
back here in 2018.

MMrrss MMiicchheellllee NNiicchhoollssoonn
RReelliieevviinngg PPrriinncciippaall

Brodie Harman Special History prize, Sponsored by Mr Michael
Evans presented by Mrs Michelle Nicholson

Claire Davidson accepts 
her awards from Ron Vickress

Claire Flynn Armidale Regional Council 
Citizenship Award presented 

by Mayor Simon Murray

Kyiesha Landsborough 
UNE-Spirit of Sport Award  

presented by Professor Lynda Agnew
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CLAIM THE DATE
For your function 

or event NOW!
PPhhoonnee:: 66777799 22113322

GARAGE SALE PUBLIC NOTICES

Jobs @ Council
Team Leader –  

Waste Management Facility
The position holder will responsible for the control,monitoring 
and recording of public vehicle movements at the Armidale 
Waste Management Facility using Council’s Waste 
Management So�ware. 

Waste transfer attendant 
Council is seeking two motivated applicants to join their Waste 
Management Team.  The position holders will required to 
carry out general waste management operations including but 
not limited to grounds maintenance, litter pick up,  customer 
assistance and batching of the green waste/organic waste 
stream for composting operations.
Applications for these positions close 5.00pm on 
Monday, 18 December 2017.
See the full position descriptions on our website at 
www.armidaleregional.nsw.gov.au
For more information contact  
Megan Cone on  6770 3807.

POSITION VACANT

New England Livestock Agents, 
operators of the Armidale and Guyra
Saleyards, are calling for Expressions
Of Interest from interested parties to
perform the extensive maintenance
program at both Armidale and Guyra
Saleyards.

Maintenance program consists of
cleaning, repairs, maintenance of
buildings and pen and rail structures,
and lawn care.  

Please call:
0418 587 643 or 0447 014 442 
for further information and a 

description package.  

Expressions Of Interest close on 
31st December 2017.

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

1122 BBAALLBBLLAAIIRR SSTTRREEEETT.. Saturday &
Sunday 16th & 17th December from
8am. Hobbyist scroll saw, saddle,
horse gear and lots more TOO MUCH
TO MENTION. 

GGUUYYRRAA HHIISSTTOORRIICCAALL MMUUSSEEUUMM will be
closed over Christmas/New Year and
will re-open on Sunday, 14th January.
Thanks to all our volunteers and all who
supported us during 2017.

ADVERTISE your Raffle Results, For
Sales, Motor Vehicles, Positions 
Vacant, Livestock, Public Notices, etc.
Call in to 136 Bradley Street or phone
6779 2453

Classifieds & Servicesradies

ADVERTISE

CommercialCommercial IndustrialIndustrial
DomesticDomestic RuralRural

Electrical Contractors

•• Reverse Cycle Air/Con  
•• Slab Heating   •• TV Aerial Repairs
•• Household & Stock Pumps  •• Generators

Essential Energy Level 2 Contractors

CT Electric  Phone: 6779 1273
101 Bradley Street, Guyra
A/H:  6779 1463  or  0427 791 273

Guyra Smash Repairs
(Arllo Pty. Ltd.)

REPCO authorised repairer
•••• All Insurance work - All Insurance Companies
•••• Windscreen replacement & chip repairs

•••• New Car Servicing & Maintenance
•••• Latest in Diagnostic Technology

•••• Air conditioning repairs  •••• Rego inspections
230 Falconer Street, Guyra NSW 2365

Phone:  6779 2233
John MacDiarmid - Mob:  0429 102 041

guyrasmashrepairs@bigpond.com
Guyra Smash Repairs Lic/No. MVRL48460
Guyra Mechanical Lic/No. MVRL 50168  /  ARC Lic/No. AU32986

Guyra Dental SurgeryGuyra Dental Surgery
& Denture Clinic& Denture Clinic

DDrr JJoohhnn CCiivviiddiinn BBDDSScc
9999aa BBrraaddlleeyy SStt GGuuyyrraa,, NNSSWW

MMoonnddaayy ttoo WWeeddnneessddaayy
99aamm ttoo 55ppmm99aamm ttoo 55ppmm

FFoorr aappppooiinnttmmeennttssFFoorr aappppooiinnttmmeennttss
PPhhoonnee 66777799 11339999

PPEENNSSIIOONNEERR VVOOUUCCHHEERRSS

Guyra Towing
���� FOR ALL YOUR TOWING NEEDS

���� ALL INSURANCE WORK

Lic. No. 15049

John Galea
Locally owned 

& operated

Ph: 0447 266 651230 Falconer Street
GUYRA NSW  2365 shigal@internode.on.net

From Tuesday, 5th December 
for 2 weeks

Toys (new or clean used), toiletries,
grocery items, gift items

Note:  please do not wrap your gifts

Reverse Advent Box 
@ The Hub

The Hub @ Guyra is open 10am to 2pm on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays

160 Bradley Street
Phone:  

6779 1635

DECEMBER 12TH Hospital Auxiliary 
Carols by Candlelight at Guyra MPS
BBQ from 6pm followed by Carols 7pm
JANUARY 17TH TO 28TH the 36th annual
Guyra Lamb and Potato Festival
JANUARY 19th FANNY LUMSDEN
Country Halls Tour at Ben Lomond Hall.
Tickets www.fannylunsden.net and at the
door. Food Vans from 5.30pm.
JANUARY 26th BEN LOMOND 
Australia Day breakfast 7am $10. Meet
our Ambassador. RSVP 6733 2117.

CLAIM THE DATE

JJooiinn tthhee CChhaammbbeerr ffoorr tthheeiirr
22001177 CChhrriissttmmaass cceelleebbrraattiioonnss ......

When: 21 December at 5:30 pm
Where: Rafters Restaurant 

Finger food will be provided
FFoorr ccaatteerriinngg ppuurrppoosseess,, pplleeaassee RRSSVVPP

by 18 December to email: 
chamber@guyra.org.au 
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MMeenn’’ss BBoowwllss
Friday December 8th saw

a game of Club Fours
played,

an initiative that was
greatly appreciated by the
match committee. Dan
Kennedy, Col Stanley, Greg
Mitchell, Graham Starr
played Boyd Stanley,
Robert Moore, David Lyes,
Geoff Reeves. The game
started around 4.30pm and
ran through until around
9.00pm. The game was for
either of the two teams to
win, however Dan and his
team proved too consistent
for Boyd and his team with
Dan and team coming out
winners 20 shots to 15
shots over 21 ends.

Saturday December 9th
saw a Club pairs played be-
tween Barry Presnell, An-
drew Sparke and Dan
Kennedy, Barry Walls.
Barry and Andrew fell be-
hind by the half way mark
but Dan and Barry found
that there was plenty of

bowls yet to be played. Dan
and Barry held a 9 shots to
21 shots lead by end 15 but
this did not stop Barry and
Andrew from coming home
with a wet sail, they won
the final 6 ends but fell
short of a win by three
shots. The final score was
Dan and Barry 21 shots,
Barry and Andrew 18 shots
after 21 ends of play.

Sunday December 10th
saw a Minor Singles match
played between Geoff
Reeves and Roger Cox,
Roger lead all the way in
this game not letting Geoff
take the lead at any time.
Roger went on to take vic-
tory 31 shots to 24 shots
over 29 ends.

Now to this weekend’s
Club Championships:

Saturday December 16th:
Start: 1.00pm. Starter and
Umpire: Robert Walls.

Open Singles: Scott
Swain to play Dan Kennedy
marker Robert Moore.
Roger Cox to play Steven

Sole marker Barry Camp-
bell. 

Minor Singles: Ian Jacobs
to play John Hamel marker
Geoff Reeves. Evan Sole to
play Mallie Walls marker
Robert Walls. 

Sunday December 17th
will see the Brian Vickery
Ham Day. A sheet is on the
notice board so if you would
like to participate in this
fixture then have your
names on the sheet by
12.30pm for a 1.00pm start.
Box Draw pairs. Bowls
shirt to be worn. Cost
$10.00 per person entry fee.

A reminder to all Bowlers
that The Top of The Range
Fours two day carnival will
be played the weekend of
Saturday January 20th and
Sunday January 21st. Prize
Money $5800. Plenty of
time to get your team in.
For more information
please ring the Guyra
Bowling Club during work-
ing hours on (02) 6779
1499.

TThhee BBoowwllss BBaannddiitt

LLaaddiieess’’ GGoollff
A Stroke/Flag event was

played last Wednesday for
Jenny Roger’s Trophy Day.
The winner with a fine 70
nett was Karen Oehlers.
Runner up was Belinda
Lenehan who played some
scintillating golf to finish
with a 72 nett. Nearest the
Pin, for the second shot on
the long par 3 18th hole,
was awarded to Wendy
George.

Following a series of chal-
lenging matches between
all golfers the finalists, for
the 2017 Kirk’s IGA Match
Play Trophy, were Karen
Oehlers and Belinda Lene-
han. The winner of the
closely contested match,
which went through to the
21st hole of play, was Be-
linda Lenehan.

Next week’s golf competi-
tion is a Stroke for Anita
Murray’s Trophy Day. On
that evening we will cele-
brate the lady golfers’ ex-
cellent year of golf with the
Presentation Evening
which will be held at the
Guyra Bowling and Recre-
ation Club. 

TThhee PPhhaannttoomm.. 
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3rd Grade
Guyra def Barbarians

Guyra Innings
Les Perrett............................70
Adrian Cameron..........................56
Peter Ahoy.............................4
Steve McElroy..........................13
Simon Brown...............................10
Craig Lockyer.............................0
Taylor Brennan........not out.......26
Cody Patterson............................0
Dan Stace................................5
DJ Patterson.........................26
Garth Walls..............................DNB
Extras....................................28
Total............................8/239 (CC)

Overs.............40
Barbarians  Innings 
175 off 29.3 overs

Guyra Bowling: 
Taylor Brennan 1 for 28, Garth
Walls 3 for 30, Dan Stace 1 for

23, DJ Patterson, 1 for 20, 
Simon Brown 1 for 42, 

Cody Patterson 1 for 32

2nd Grade
Guyra def City

Guyra Innings
Ryan Walker.................................0
Zac Atkin..............................12
Mal Gaukroger..........................11
Keiran Wicks..............................2
Jamie Vidler..............................22
Peter Presnell.......not out..........32
Jake Brazier................................6
Graham Cameron........................9
Maurice Blair............................8
Andrew Page.............................1
Justin Mckay...........................17
Extras.......................................8
Total....................................128

Overs.............29.2

City Innings
10 for 103 off 28.4 overs

Guyra Bowling: 
Justin Mckay 2 for 19, 

Maurice Blair 1 for 12, Keiran
Wicks 0 for 3, Zac Atkin 0 for 15,

Andrew Page 3 for 15, 
Peter Presnell 4 for 20

1st Grade
Ex Services def. Guyra

Ex Services Innings
8 for 153 (CC) off 45 overs

Guyra Bowling: 
BJ Cameron 1 for 35, Jake Ellis 3
for 17, Brandon Landsborough 1

for 20, Charlie Keen 1 for 32, Matt
Finley 1 for 14, Nick Page 0 for 32

Guyra Innings
Matt Finley.................................0
Jason Campbell.........................23
Heath Dowsett..........................8
BJ Cameron.........................48
Charlie Keen..............................2
Brandon Lansborough...................8
Troy Martin................................8
Shane Wolfenden........................4
Ben Jackson..........................0
Nick Page.............not out.......3
Jake Ellis..................................0
Extras.......................................23
Total....................................125

Overs.............32.4

CRICKET SCOREBOARD Saturday,  December 9th, 2017

Les Perrett top scored 
for 3rd grade with 70 runs
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PPeennnnaannttss wwiinn ffoorr GGuuyyrraa

•• Locally sourced Beef, Lamb & Pork
•• Fresh Seafood weekly

•• Private Kills        •• Bulk Buy Discounts

Porterhouse Steak $22.99 kg
Eco Rib Fillet $19.99 kg

145 Bradley Street, 
Guyra

Phone:  6779 1030

Fresh Seafood:  Oysters... Prawns... Salmon

THIS wEEK’S SPECIALS (also at Kirk’s IGA)

OPEN 24 HOURS  •••• Fuel  •••• Food  •••• Accommodation

New England Highway, Black Mountain
Ph:  6775 0166 

blkmount@tpg.com.au

BLACK MOUNTAIN ROADHOUSE

OPEN Christmas Day
Lunch & Dinner

Buffet Lunch 12.00 to 2.30pm
Buffet Dinner 6.00 to 9.00pm

Choose from 8 main dishes of Beef, Lamb, Fish, Chicken,
Vegies, Rice + 2 Desserts & Salads/Chutneys

Complimentary self-serve tea and coffee

$25 per person
Concession for kids.  Bookings preferred.

On Sunday 24 golfers
travelled to Armidale for
this year’s blue ribbon
event the 2017 Pennants.
The team of Mick and
Matt Jackson, Dick Burey,
Mick Kirk, Taylor Bren-
nan, Neil Paine, Tim and
Jake Ellis bought home
the Handicap Pennant,
winning on a count back
from another Guyra team. 

Taylor Brennan had a
blinder recording 62 nett
to take home an individual
trophy. Pat Grills also won
an individual trophy on
the day. Well done to all
the Guyra golfers for their
efforts.

The Western Workers

have come out in front in
last week’s midweek round
with 66 points. Full House
and Caspers both followed
with 62 points. Ralph
Jackson carded the best
individual score with 20
points.

On Saturday Bruce’s
Bash was held with C
Newberry and M Rogers
winning the gross and R
Burey and S Youman run-

ner up. The nett was won
by Michael and W endy
Jackson with runners up
being Meg Simpson and
Belinda Lenehan. 

Next Saturday will be
the Westpactwo person
ambrose and Sunday will
be an individual stableford
for John and Sue Pear-
son’s trophy. 

TThhee AAllbbaattrroossss..

Above l to r: 
Matt Jackson, Taylor 

Brennan, Mick Jackson,
Jake Ellis,  Dick Burey, 
Mick Kirk and Tim Ellis 

Inset: Neil Paine

VVeetteerraann’’ss ggoollff
Tuesday December 5th, 10 Vet-

eran Golfers played a stroke event
for The Reg Taylor Shield.

Ian Taylor was the winner with
a score of 79 off the stick. The nett
winner. with 72 was Paul Redden.

Nearest the pins went to Chris
Newberry on both the 7th and the
18th holes.

Tuesday December 12th, was a
beautiful day and 14 Vets enjoyed
playing a 4 BBB.

The winners, with a good score
of 46 points were Paul Redden
and Ian Taylor. The runners up
were Doug Archibald and Gra-
ham White with 43 on a count-
back from Jim Betts, Colin Walls,
John Prisk and Terry Varley.

Nearest the pins were awarded
to Nancy Prisk on the 7th, John
Prisk the 10th and Paul Redden
on the 18th.

Next week will be an Individual
Stableford event, counting putts.
Vets will resume on Tuesday, 3rd
January 2018.That will be a
stroke event for The Reg Taylor
Shield.

The Vets wish everyone all the
best for Christmas and the New
Year and we look forward to see-
ing everyone out on the course in
2018, sinking putts and practicing
for the Pennants game on 1st Feb-
ruary in Uralla.

Many Thanks to Colin and Di-
anne Walls for generously donat-
ing the trophies for today. The
winners and runners up will enjoy
their puddings and nuts.

TThhee VVeett
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